83                               Land Revenue and Otter Taxes

assessment and second, the actual collection. The first
principle of any organized system of land-revenue
assessment demands that the sum payable by the cultivator
should be determined- mainly by the class of soil and
condition of cultivation. This principle was followed during
the Vijayanagara period.

For the purpose of assessment three modes of
cultivations were taken into account. The inscriptions of the
period very often mention these .three modes of cultivation.
They were Kadaramba (dry cultivation), Niraramba (wet
cutfivatioo) and Thotaramfoa (garden cultivation). As they are
separately mentioned in the inscriptions of the period, we
may conclude that they were assessed with different rates.

Assessment varied according to the class of land
which it belonged to. The wet lands were divided into Uttama
(best), Madhyama (Middling) and Kanista (inferior). As far
as the garden lands were concerned, the kinds of produce
were probably taken into account, before they were
assessed. Thus garden products ice arecanut, cocooiit, jadc-
fruit, mango trees, plantain trees and betel creepers were
separately mentioned. As far as wet lands were concerned,
sugarcane and grains were separately taxed. Thus what
emerges from our study is that the Vijayanagara rulers
adopted the principle of differential taxation with regard to
land, i.e. they levied land tax according to the relative
productivity of the arable lands.(1)
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